
Webinar Series

Washington Parenting Student Success Learning Series
March 10, 2026



PRE-WEBINAR: Advancing Parenting Student Success

 February 6, 2026 – see link in chat

SESSION 1: How can data collection about parenting students improve experiences and success?

 TODAY 10:00-11:30 PST

SESSION 2: What can campuses do to advance parenting student success?

Tuesday, March 31, 2026, 10:00-11:30 PST

Explore campus practices and policies that can support parenting students' experiences and success

SESSION 3: How can communities work together to advance parents’ access and success?

Tuesday, May 5, 2026 10:00-11:30 PST

Explore how communities – cross-sector organizations, campuses, and other partners – can support parents’ 

access and success.
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Washington Parenting Student Success Learning Series

SERIES
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Welcome
Introducing the Core Collaborators 

▪ Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC):  

▪ Ami Magisos and Abby Chien

▪ Communities For Our Colleges (C4C): 

▪ Xochilt Lopez, Gabby Fitz and Fernando Mejia Ledesma

▪ Washington Campus Children’s Center Coalition (WCCCC): 

▪ Ann Slaughter (Pierce College)

▪ Casey Lalonde (The Evergreen State College)

▪ Washington State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC)

▪ Jennifer Dellinger
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Why Washinton Parenting Students?
18% of students

Disproportionately 

▪ Female (75%) 

▪ Students of color

▪ Low income (62%)

High rates of basic needs insecurity:

▪ 68% Food/Housing insecurity

▪ 3 in 4 struggle to have childcare

Strategy Priorities:

▪ Making parenting students visible

▪ Promote strong campus practices

▪ Support development of community 
partnerships

Opportunities:

▪ Learn 

▪ Build network

▪ Recommendations and support
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Theresa Anderson Kimberly Salazar Kate Westaby

The information shared also builds on the work of additional Data-to-Action Team members:

urban.org/projects/data-action-campaign-parenting-students
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Today’s Agenda

SERIES

The Student Parent Landscape

Case-Making for Student Parent Data Collection

Advancing Student Parent Success: Trust, Support, and Data

Considerations for Collecting Student Parent Data

Breakout Room Discussions: Role-alike

Student Parent Leadership in Interpreting and Using Data

Resources and Next Session
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The Student Parent Landscape
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Parenting students are a key population across the nation

STUDENT PARENTS

18% or 3.14 million
undergraduate community 

college students are student parents

73% 
of student parents at baccalaureate institutions 

have community or technical college experience

LEARN MORE

STUDENTPARENTACTION.ORG/

RESOURCES/DATAINSIGHTS

Source: National Postsecondary Student Aid Study 2020.

Dundar, Afet, Theresa Anderson, and Kate Westaby. 2024. Where Do Student Parents Attend College? A Snapshot of Student-Parent Attendance Patterns Using 2020 Data. n.p.: 

Student-Parent Action through Research Knowledge (SPARK) Collaborative.



Source: National Postsecondary Student Aid Study 2020.

Dundar, Afet, Theresa Anderson, and Kate Westaby. 2024. Where Do Student Parents Attend College? A Snapshot of Student-Parent Attendance Patterns Using 2020 Data. n.p.: 

Student-Parent Action through Research Knowledge (SPARK) Collaborative.
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Parenting students are more likely 
to attend community and technical colleges

STUDENT PARENTS

37%
40%

5%

18%

Nonparenting Students Student Parents

51% Community and technical colleges

16% Public baccalaureate institutions
20% Private for-profit colleges

13% Private nonprofit colleges
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Parenting students are strong but face completion gaps

▪ Had GPAs (3.2) similar to nonparenting classmates

▪ Only 17% of SPs complete a degree in 6 years, compared to 
50% of nonparenting students

▪ 55% less likely to complete, after controlling for other differences

▪ Most are juggling caregiving, school, and work: 

▪ 73% had a non-work-study job

▪ Worked 36 hours per week (on average)

STUDENT PARENTS
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Student parents experience a longer gap between high 
school graduation and college enrollment

STUDENT PARENTS

1.0 3.8

0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0

Nonparenting
 Students

Student 
Parents

Average years between high school graduation and college enrollment

Source: National Postsecondary Student Aid Study 2020.

Anderson, Theresa, Afet Dundar, Sheron Gittens, Renee Ryberg, Rebecca Schreiber, Laney Taylor, Jessica Warren, and Kate Westaby. 2024. Who Are Undergraduates with 

Dependent Children? An Updated Overview of Student-Parent Characteristics Using 2020 Data. n.p.: Student-Parent Action through Research Knowledge (SPARK) Collaborative. 



75%

87%

 Young People Who Are
Not Parenting

Young Parent
(under age 24)

64%  Ever Applied to or 
        Registered for College

34%  Ever Attended College
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A focus on student parents means understanding which 
parents struggle to access college

Source: Westaby, K. A. (2025). Resisting punishment across ecological levels via participatory action research: A multi-method study with young parents in 

postsecondary education. University of Wisconsin-Madison. Proquest 

“I noted the gap between the number 
of young parents who applied or 

registered (64%) versus ever 
attended (34%), which I think 

demonstrates that twice as many 
young parents actually go to college 

as wanted to go to college...You can't 
say that it's for lack of interest or 

that they don't value higher 
education, there's some sort of 

barrier. I think that's what it is, or it's 
a strong indication.”

-Anne, young mom in early 20s

STUDENT PARENTS
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A growing number of states 
require student parent data collection 

and data collection is being legislatively proposed in others

STUDENT PARENTS

WA

NM

VA

MD

OR

IL

TX

CA

MN

NJ
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Casemaking for
Student-Parent Data Collection
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Supporting student parents can be a win all around

Good for students

 Good for children and families

   Good for states

     Good for colleges!

CASEMAKING  WITH DATA
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“When you are invisible, so are your problems.”
—Oregon campaign for student-parent data legislation

Data motivate change

Knowing averages on the national, regional, or even state level 

is not enough

▪ Colleges and college systems needs to be able to identify:

▪ How many parenting students they are serving, and how many 

could they be serving

▪ What their parenting students’ characteristics are

▪ Trajectories, tripping points, and successes for their students

CASEMAKING  WITH DATA
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Data-to-Action Campaign for Parenting Students

Urban developed a college learning community in states with 

data collection mandates to help with data development that 

would inform actions to support student parent success

CASEMAKING  WITH DATA
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How Data Influenced Practices at San Diego Mesa College

CASEMAKING  WITH DATA

Used student parent 

data to understand 

course completion rates

Learned parenting students experienced more challenges 

in certain courses—implemented parent-specific tutoring 

at flexible times

Saw a rule that missing three classes resulted in failure 

was causing higher failure rates for student parents—

softening that rule

Conducted a student 

parent perception 

survey and student-led 

focus groups

Created more kid-friendly spaces and student parent 

events
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CASEMAKING  WITH DATA

More systematically collected parenting 

status—created an infographic and college 

reports

Student 

parents are an 

important 

population for 

the college 

overall

How Data Influenced Practices at California Polytechnic 
State University

Over and 

underrepresentation in 

schools/colleges

Student parents need 

more support in those 

colleges or in building 

pipelines to those 

colleges

Student parents are an 

important population 

for transfer centers

6 out of 10 student 

parent have 

transferred
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CASEMAKING  WITH DATA

California State University — Channel Islands
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Spotlight on Klamath Community College

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEB3ZdYAEA8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEB3ZdYAEA8
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Advancing Student Parent Success: 
Trust, Support, and Data
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Student Parent Data Collection: Cultivating Trust
▪ Skepticism. Student parent data collection efforts often encounter skepticism 

and reluctance, shaped by historical patterns of invisibility or adverse outcomes 

following disclosure.

▪ Building trust. Robust data systems require not only institutional commitment 

and leadership buy-in, but also the active cultivation of trust among student 

parents.

▪ Participation. Effective participation in data efforts is most likely achieved when 

student parents perceive their information leads to meaningful and sustained 

positive change.

STUDENT PARENT SUCCESS
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The Interplay of Support, Culture, and Data
▪ Comprehensive support services serve as both critical access points for 

identifying student parent needs and as ongoing channels for dialogue and 

engagement.

▪ An institutional culture that visibly recognizes and responds to student 

parents’ realities directly increases willingness to participate in data initiatives.

▪ Strengthening key student support hubs—such as transfer centers, EOP/first-

generation programs, and re-entry centers—creates cultural shifts that make 

data collection feel more routine and relevant, rather than intrusive. When 

student parents notice tangible improvements in their support network, they are 

more likely to engage openly with data efforts.

STUDENT PARENT SUCCESS
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Advancing a Student Parent-Centered Campus: Data, 
Trust, and Institutional Goals

▪ Enhance and promote existing supports. Strengthening and raising 

awareness of current resources builds early wins, demonstrates institutional 

commitment, and encourages student parents to engage.

▪ Lay the groundwork for robust data collection. As student parents see 

tangible improvements and clearer communication, willingness to participate in 

data initiatives grows—leading to higher quality information over time.

▪ Advance college priorities along the way. This approach not only supports 

effective data collection but also contributes to core goals of student retention 

and graduation throughout the process.

STUDENT PARENT SUCCESS
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Considerations for Collecting 
Student Parent Data
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DATA

E.g., state, system, or college application

One-time onlyApplication

E.g., Registration intake form for priority registration

Every termRegistration

E.g., SIS log-in questions, SIS profile

As often as you wantNudges or SIS Profile

E.g., Student basic needs survey, internal or external

As often as you wantSurveys

E.g., Public program data – FAFSA is NOT an option!

As often as is availableExternal Data

Note: SIS = student information system



FAFSA no longer provides useful information about most 

students with dependents

See blog post here: 

urbn.is/NoMoreFAFSAforSPs
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DATA

https://urbn.is/NoMoreFAFSAforSPs
https://urbn.is/NoMoreFAFSAforSPs
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Recommended data collection practice

DATA

Application

Routine 
Data Update, 
Registration 

Intake, or 
Nudge
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Helpful resources

DATA

www.urban.org/research/publication/how-
colleges-can-ask-students-about-parenting-status



Option 1: Category Selection

Check the category that applies to you: [one option allowed]

❑ I am parenting [or am the legal guardian of] at least one child [add “under 18” or other 

statutory language, if required]

❑ I am not parenting [or am not the legal guardian of] any children [add statutory 

language, if required]

❑ Prefer not to say

Option 2: Yes/No Format

Are you parenting [or acting as the legal guardian of] at least one child [add “under 18” or 

other statutory language, if required]? [one option allowed]

❑ Yes

❑ No

❑ Prefer not to say

32

Simplest Approach: One Question, One Status

DATA



Option 1: Parenting and Pregnancy Status in One Question

Check all categories that apply to you: [check boxes or yes/no fields]

❑ I am parenting at least one child

❑ I am pregnant [optional]

❑ I am not pregnant but expect to become a parent in the next nine months [optional; 

should not be selectable with “pregnant”]

❑ I am not parenting, pregnant, or expecting [exclusive; leave off pregnant or expecting if 

not included above]

❑ Prefer not to say [exclusive]
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Nuanced Approach: “Check All That Apply”

DATA



Option 2: Adding Child Age Categories

Check all categories that apply to you: [check boxes or yes/no fields]

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children under 18

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children age 18 or older

❑ I am pregnant [optional]

❑ I am not pregnant but expect to become a parent in the next nine months [optional; 

should not be selectable with “pregnant”]

❑ I am not parenting, pregnant, or expecting [exclusive; leave off pregnant or expecting if 

not included above]

❑ Prefer not to say [exclusive]

Age categories can be simplified (for example, under 18 vs. 18 or older) or expanded depending 

on intended use.
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Nuanced Approach: “Check All That Apply”

DATA



Option 3: Most detailed version (age ranges)

Check all categories that apply to you: [check boxes or yes/no fields]

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children ages 0–2

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children ages 3–5

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children ages 6–12

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children ages 13–17

❑ I am parenting at least one child or children ages 18 or older

❑ I am pregnant [optional]

❑ I am not pregnant but expect to become a parent within the next nine months [optional]

❑ I am not parenting, pregnant, or expecting [exclusive; leave off pregnant or expecting if not 

included above] 

❑ Prefer not to say [exclusive]

Colleges should select age ranges that align with eligibility, campus services (such as child care), or 

reporting needs. Commonly used age groupings include 0–5, 6–12, 13–17 or 0–2, 3–5, 6–12, 13–17.
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Nuanced Approach: “Check All That Apply”

DATA



Option 1: Numerical Entry

How many children are you parenting? [numerical field]

Option 2: Categorical Response (If Numerical Entry Is Not Feasible)

Indicate the number of children you are parenting: [one option allowed]

❑ 1 child 

❑ 2 children 

❑ 3 children

❑ 4 or more children 

❑ Prefer not to say 
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If You Need Data on Students’ Number of Children

DATA

With any questions asked, it is important that colleges 

have a planned use for the data so that only relevant 

information is collected and students are not burdened 

providing answers that will not inform policy or practice



Option 1: Youngest Child (Simplest)

What is the age (in years) of the youngest child you are parenting? (If your child is less than 

1 year old, enter 0.) [numerical field]

Option 2: Age Categories (No Numeric Counts)

For each age category, indicate whether you are parenting at least one child in that range: 

[check boxes or yes/no fields]

❑ Ages 0–2

❑ Ages 3–5

❑ Ages 6–12

❑ Ages 13–17

❑ Ages 18 or older

❑ Prefer not to say [exclusive]

Age ranges can be condensed (e.g., 0–5, 6–12, 13–17) if fewer categories are sufficient.
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If You Need Info about the Ages of Students’ Children

DATA

With any questions asked, it is important that colleges 

have a planned use for the data so that only relevant 

information is collected and students are not burdened 

providing answers that will not inform policy or practice



Option 3: Age Categories with Numeric Counts (Most Detailed)

For each category, indicate the number of children you are parenting: [numerical fields]

_[#]_ Ages 0–2 

_[#]_ Ages 3–5 

_[#]_ Ages 6–12

_[#]_ Ages 13–17 

_[#]_ Ages 18 or older
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If You Need Info about the Ages of Students’ Children

DATA

With any questions asked, it is important that colleges 

have a planned use for the data so that only relevant 

information is collected and students are not burdened 

providing answers that will not inform policy or practice



Are you currently a single parent to any of the children you are parenting?

❑ Yes

❑ No

❑ Prefer not to say
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Single Parent Question

DATA

With any questions asked, it is important that colleges 

have a planned use for the data so that only relevant 

information is collected and students are not burdened 

providing answers that will not inform policy or practice
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Breakout Room Discussions
~20 minutes

1. Institutional Research or Data Leads
2. Parenting Students
3. Student Services/Affairs and College Administration
4. State and National Leadership
5. Community Partners
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Student Parent Leadership in 
Interpreting and Using Data
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https://tinyurl.com/

D2A-SPrubric

ENGAGING STUDENTS

https://tinyurl.com/D2A-SPrubric
https://tinyurl.com/D2A-SPrubric
https://tinyurl.com/D2A-SPrubric
https://tinyurl.com/D2A-SPrubric
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Rubric for the Authentic Engagement of Student Parents
A Self-Assessment Opportunity for Partners 

Working with Student Parents

ENGAGING STUDENTS

Rubric Sections: 

1

Student Parents Are 
Included in Change 

Efforts 

2

Spaces Feel 
Inclusive for Student 

Parents during 
Events or In-Person 
and Virtual Meetings 

3

Student Parents Are 
Included in Data 
Collection and 

Interpretation Efforts 

4

Student Parents Are 
Represented, and 

Community-Building 
Efforts Are Supported 
and Sustained at the 

Organization
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STUDENT PARENTS

75%

34%

87%

64%

 Young People Who Are
Not Parenting

Young Parent
(under age 24)

Ever Applied to or 
Registered for College

Ever Attended College

“I noted the gap between the 
number of young parents who 

applied or registered (64%) 
versus ever attended (34%), 

which I think demonstrates that 
twice as many young parents 

actually go to college as wanted 
to go to college...You can't say 
that it's for lack of interest or 
that they don't value higher 

education, there's some sort of 
barrier. I think that's what it is, or 

it's a strong indication.”

-Anne, young mom in early 20s

Example of Student Parents Being Included in Data 
Collection and Interpretation Efforts

ENGAGING STUDENTS

Source: Westaby, K. A. (2025). Resisting punishment across ecological levels via participatory action research: A 

multi-method study with young parents in postsecondary education. University of Wisconsin-Madison. Proquest 
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Example of Student Parents Being Included in Data 
Collection and Interpretation Efforts

ENGAGING STUDENTS

Source: Westaby, K. A. (2025). Resisting punishment across ecological levels via participatory action research: A 

multi-method study with young parents in postsecondary education. University of Wisconsin-Madison. Proquest 
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A Young Parent Research 

Question: 

Do Young Parents Have 

Family Support?

ENGAGING STUDENTS

Source: Westaby, K. A. (2025). Resisting punishment across ecological levels via participatory action research: A 

multi-method study with young parents in postsecondary education. University of Wisconsin-Madison. Proquest 
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The Young Parent Collective 
Research and Evaluation Lab
▪ Earned a UW-Madison 

Certificate

▪ Participants must be current or 

former young parents and 

receive a stipend, childcare, 

transportation, and meals

▪ Trainees are now paid 

evaluation consultants where 

they are co-evaluating our local 

WIC office

ENGAGING STUDENTS

Source: youngparentcollective.org
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“It's a safe and supportive space for young parents to share and legitimize their lived 
experiences with other young parents, which in and of itself is crucial to combating isolation 
and stigma. I also think it's a great experience because from there they can learn the power 
of their experiences and how to use it for their advantage (intellectual mobility, networking, 

gaining professional experience, etc.).”

“Thank you for this incredible opportunity. It truly feels like a once in a lifetime chance in my 
early career stages, to do work at the intersections that I'm most passionate about. As 

someone who's still fighting against stigmas, needing opportunities to learn, and continue 
social justice work, I'm so glad to have been a part of this.”

ENGAGING STUDENTS

Impact of Including Lived Expertise in Data Collection and Use: 
Quotes from Training Parents as Co-Researchers

Source: Westaby, K. A. (2025). Resisting punishment across ecological levels via participatory action research: A 

multi-method study with young parents in postsecondary education. University of Wisconsin-Madison. Proquest 
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Resources
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Resources

ENGAGING STUDENTS

SPARK Collaborative

studentparentaction.org

Data-to-Action Campaign

urban.org/projects/data-action-
campaign-parenting-students

Young Parent Collective

youngparentcollective.org
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Share your Feedback and Support Request

ENGAGING STUDENTS

As we end, 
please complete this 

survey and share how 
we can support you.

https://tinyurl.com/urban-spsurvey-s1



52

Thank you for attending!

Ami Magisos
amim@wsac.wa.gov

Theresa Anderson
tanderson@urban.org

Kimberly Salazar
ksalazar@urban.org 

Kate Westaby
kwestaby@urban.org 

mailto:tanderson@urban.org
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