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* This session (excluding breakout rooms) is being recorded and will be
posted online afterward.

* Please use the ““Q&A” option to ask questions during the session.
= You may submit questions anonymously.
= You may view all submitted questions and “upvote” them, if interested.

* Please use the ““Chat” option to introduce yourself to other attendees!
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* Introduction and Background Information (15 min.)

Policy Cluster and Division Highlights (10 min.)
Potential 2027 DP/ARL Proposals (45 min.)

= Overview (15 min.)

= Breakout Rooms (25 min.)
= Facilitator Comments (5 min.)

* Post-session Survey and Closing (10 min.)

https://bit.ly/WSAC2026SS
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Ovur Mission: J

We advance educational opportunities and attainment in
Washington. In pursuit of our mission, the Washington Student

Achievement Council:

* Leads statewide strategic planning to improve educational
coordination and transitions.

* Supports Washingtonians through the administration of
financial aid, a college savings plan, and support services.

* Advocates for the economic, social, and civic benefits of

postsecondary education.
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Jeff Vincent, Chair
Retired CEO & President
Laird Norton Company
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Independent Colleges of
Washington

Nate Humphrey

Executive Director

State Board for Community &
Technical Colleges

Monyu Yu

Undergraduate Student
Member

Vacant
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Executive Director
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If we build an affordable educational environment and support students' basic needs,
more Washingtonians will enroll in programs and complete credentials.

Statewide
Postsecondary

Affordability

Attainment AN
70% Goal 111
62% Current

Attainment

Equity

Completion Basic Needs
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* An annual snapshot to help us understand how
Woashington is moving toward its 70% attainment

goal using the Strategic Framework:
= Key research and data
= Policies and practices

Affordability

= Equity focus
= Regional Partnership focus

* Annual agency priorities:
= Practice and policy development
= Knowledge development

Completion Basic Needs

Washington Student Achievement Council
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Affordability: Enroliment:
Deepening our understanding of Defining and collecting data on

opportunity youth (16-24 years
old and not in K-12, higher
education, or workforce).

how Washingtonians pay for
college across income levels to Affordability

inform future policy development.

Completion: Basic Needs:
Expanding institutional capacity to Improving parenting student
award academic credit for prior @ success through aligned data

Completion Basic Needs

learning (ACPL) through expert collection, campus supports, and
coaching, targeted workshops, and community partnerships.

project management support.
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* Student Financial Assistance (SFA)
= Early Path to WA Grant: Allows students grades 10-12 with SNAP or Food Assistance
Program to automatically qualify for WA Grant.

* College Access Initiatives (CAl)

= Refining and facilitating Gov. Ferguson’s Washington Completes FAFSA Campaign for the
2026-27 academic year.

* Adult Pathways (AP)

= Achieving job education, training, and placement goals for the WA Jobs Initiative.

= Strengthening other workforce programs, including the Native American Apprenticeship
Assistance Program (NAAAP) and Behavioral Health Conditional Scholarship (BHCS).

Woashington Student Achievement Council 9


https://wsac.wa.gov/wcg-path
https://wsac.wa.gov/wa-completes-fafsa-advisory-board
https://wsac.wa.gov/wa-completes-fafsa-advisory-board
https://wsac.wa.gov/wji
https://wsac.wa.gov/naaap
https://wsac.wa.gov/bhcs

2027 Decision Package (DP) & Agency
Request Legislation (ARL) Proposals
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July . Jan. May June
(2026) (2027)

WSAC Council Policy & WSAC GOV Session Session WSAC
stakeholder approves budget webinar budget begins ends webinar
sessions policy & requests released

budget sent to WSAC

requests GOV webinar

Ongoing stakeholder engagement via policy cluster work groups
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* Leverage progress from Gov. Ferguson’s Washington Completes FAFSA Campaign
to continue improving statewide FAFSA /WASFA completion and postsecondary
attainment.

* Invest in place-based support systems by:
= Expanding the successful Priority School program to provide microgrants and technical
assistance to additional K-12 school districts for financial aid completion; and
= Granting resources to trusted community partners who can support FAFSA /WASFA
completion and cultivate college-going culture in regions with low rates of financial aid
completion and/or postsecondary enrollment.

e Cost for 2027-29: $3.2 million
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Expanding Work-based Learning (WBL) Opportunities

Build on the existing State Work Study (SWS) program by piloting a new
pathway for low-income Running Start (RS) students to utilize SWS.

Focus on students who are:

= In grade 12;

= Enrolled full-time in RS;

= Eligible for free and reduced-price lunch; and

= Working toward a degree or credential in a high-demand field.

Help more high school students access WBL benefits, including clarified
pathways, improved career outcomes, and better wages.

Cost for 2027-29: Within existing appropriations.

Washington Student Achievement Counci 13
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* Improve transparency and oversight of Washington’s private student loan
market by:

= Requiring companies to register with DFI and report on lending and collection activities;
= Providing protection for cosigners, who often struggle to be released from loans;

= Ending technical defaults for all reasons other than non-payment; and

= Permitting loan forgiveness due to total and permanent disability.

* Support Washingtonians with private student loans as federal student loan
limits change.

e Cost for 2027-29: TBD.
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* Discussion Questions:

= What strengths do you see in these proposals? What concerns or questions do you have
about them?

= Are there considerations that we haven’t thought of for these proposals?

= What messaging about these proposals would resonate with legislators, stakeholders,
and /or the communities that you serve in your roles?

= How do these proposals align (or not) with your current work and priorities?

= Which additional strategies or policies should Washington consider to help increase
postsecondary attainment?

Woashington Student Achievement Council 15
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* What does External Affairs do?

= Review and contribute to relevant higher education legislation in collaboration with
the Governor, Legislature, and other state agencies.

= Produce materials and events summarizing ongoing budget and legislative work.
= Cultivate relationships with other federal, state, and local stakeholders to support
policy development.

* Questions, feedback, or other comments?
= Joel Anderson, Associate Director of Legislative

& External Affairs, JoelA@wsac.wa.gov, (360) 515-3002

https://bit.ly/WSAC2026SS
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