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Discussion & Council Action: 2027 Legislative Proposals

The following proposal is presented for Council consideration ahead of the 2027 Legislative Session:

Expanding FAFSA/WASFA Completions through School and Community Partnerships

The Class of 2026 has completed more FAFSAs than any other senior class on record, yet last year
Washington learners left more than $80 million of financial aid on the table. WSAC proposes increasing
FAFSA and WASFA completions by expanding two strategies that are showing promising results:
targeted school-based support and community partnerships. This approach recognizes that schools are
essential partners, and they cannot reach every student or family on their own. To continue building on
the Governor’s Washington Completes FAFSA priority, Washington needs strategies that support
students both inside and outside of school.

School and community grants will advance three goals: 1) Increase FAFSA and WAFSA completions. 2)
Increase postsecondary enrollment of financial aid filers. 3) Strengthen local and community capacity to
meet shared statewide goals.

First, the proposal seeks to increase Priority School District microgrants to support school-designed
financial aid activities and provide one-on-one technical assistance through WSAC. Schools will be
chosen using an eligibility matrix that includes equity measures such as FRPL enrollment, filing rates for
underrepresented student groups based on race and ethnicity, and geographic diversity.

e WSAC Priority Schools' FAFSA completion growth surpassed non-priority schools during the
2025-26 academic year by 6 percentage points.?

Second, the proposal includes Community Grants to help local organizations positioned to serve
communities where data show lower FAFSA/WASFA completion or where financial aid completion does
not lead to equitable postsecondary enrollment. Community-based organizations have trusted
relationships, lived experience, language access, and cultural knowledge that allow them to reach
students and families who have not been effectively served by school-based support alone. They extend
support beyond the school day and school year, when students and families often need help the most.

e School districts supported by grant-funded Community Partnerships lead the statewide rankings
with 8 out of the top 15 school districts in FAFSA completion across our state, including
Riverside (90%), Methow Valley (82%), Toppenish (82%), Nine Mile Falls (77%), Seattle Public
Schools (76%), College Place (74%) and Granger (74%) school districts.3

! Woodhouse, Louisa and Bill DeBaun. “New Report Highlights Benefit of Pell Grant for Students and States.”
National College Attainment Network, April 15, 2025. https://www.ncan.org/Web/News/PGLOT 2025.aspx

2 WSAC Administrative Data, June 29, 2026.

3 WSAC FAFSA Completion for High School Seniors Dashboard, July 8, 2026. https://wsac.wa.gov/fafsa-completion
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Throughout implementation, WSAC will integrate this work with the broader statewide financial aid
completion activities, including HB 1835 and Gates Horizons College and Career Readiness Advisors.
Investing in both school and community capacity will increase FAFSA/WASFA completions and
postsecondary attainment. This will help more students access funds left on the table and support
communities in accessing economic mobility.

e Proposal cost: $3.2 million over two years
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