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a picture! 

WEIAOB Meeting
Thursday, July 23, 2026
1:00-3:00 PM



• Call to Order and Introductions (15 min.)

• Election of Co-chairs for 2026-27 (15 min.)

• 2027 Legislative Advisory Committee (10 min.)

• 2026 Interim Updates (20 min.)

• WA Completes FAFSA Campaign (30 min.)

• Public Comment (5 min.)

• Closing (5 min.)
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Meeting Agenda



• Jane Broom (Co-chair)
• Rep. Dave Paul (Co-chair)
• Sen. T’wina Nobles
• Sen. Judy Warnick
• Rep. Alex Ybarra
• Ash Awad
• Charles Knutson
• Ruben Flores
• Nate Humphrey

• Dr. Terri Standish-Kuon
• Jeff Vincent
• Heather Kurtenbach
• Bill Lyne
• Maddy Thompson
• Collin Bannister
• Mollie Kuwahara
• Two business representatives 

(vacant)
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WEIAOB Members

Workforce Education Investment and Accountability Oversight Board



• Thursday, July 23, 1-3 PM (today)

• Thursday, October 22, 1-3 PM

All meetings will take place virtually.
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2026 WEIAOB Meeting Dates

Workforce Education Investment and Accountability Oversight Board



Discussion: Election of Co-chairs for
2026-27
Joel Anderson and Jane Broom
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Presentation and Discussion:
2027 Legislative Advisory Committee (LAC)
Joel Anderson and Jane Broom
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• Board must create a LAC annually during its summer meeting.

• The 2027 LAC will:
 Review appropriations from WEIA.
 Prepare a decision package and agency request legislation via WSAC, if necessary.
 Write the Board’s 2026 legislative report.
 Develop draft recommendations for the 2027 legislative session.

• No more than eight Board members and at least one representative 
from business, higher education, labor, WSAC or WTB, and students.

• Deadline to express interest: 5:00 pm on Friday, July 31.
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Overview

Workforce Education Investment and Accountability Oversight Board



Presentation: 2026 Interim Updates
Joel Anderson
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• Proportion of funding 
from WEIA has 
increased by 12.1 pp 
since 2023-25.

• Key factors:
 Supplantation of $400 

million (FY27)
 One-time reduction of 

GF-S funding (FY27)
 Increased WA Grant 

caseloads
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Higher Education Funding Summary
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June 2026 Revenue Forecast for WEIA

Workforce Education Investment and Accountability Oversight Board

Biennium Nov. 2025 Feb. 2026 June 2026

2025-27 $1.58 billion $1.75 billion $1.83 billion

2027-29 $1.94 billion $2.18 billion $2.11 billion

2029-31 - $2.33 billion $2.25 billion

• ERFC has attributed recent fluctuations to “changes in estimated 
baseline activity.”

• Upcoming revenue forecasts will be published in September and 
November 2026.
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June 2026 Caseload Forecast for WA Grant

Workforce Education Investment and Accountability Oversight Board

Academic 
Year (AY)

Actual Feb. 2026 June 2026 % Change

2024-25 110,407 - - -

2025-26 123,326 126,302 123,326 (2.4%)

2026-27 - 133,121 132,736 (0.3%)

2027-28 - - 139,813 -

2028-29 - - 143,480 -

• Decreased by 2,976 students (2025-26) and 385 students (2026-27).

• The next caseload forecast will be published in November 2026.



• Created through proviso in 2026 supplemental operating budget.

• Includes members from the Legislature, GOV, OFM, ERFC, CFC, large state 
agencies (DSHS and HCA), business, and labor.

• Staffed by Pew (at no cost to state) and will meet up to three times/year.

• Phase 1 recommendations due by Dec. 15, 2026; Phase 2 
recommendations due by Dec. 15, 2027.

• Board will be monitoring the committee for opportunities to contribute (i.e., 
interviews with Pew, public comment, etc.).
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Joint Leg.-Exec. Cmte. on Budget Transparency and
Fiscal Sustainability

Workforce Education Investment and Accountability Oversight Board



Presentation: WA Completes FAFSA 
Campaign
Amy Keltner and Sarah Weiss, WSAC
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Washington Completes FAFSA 
Campaign
Washington Student Achievement Council

Amy Keltner, Senior Director of Policy and Programs

Sarah Weiss, Director of College Access Initiatives 



• Executive Order: Advisory Board convened by the 
Governor’s Office, led by WSAC.

• Align and coordinate statewide FAFSA/WASFA 
completion efforts.

• Your Future, Funded spring initiative to encourage 
non-filers to complete before the end of the 
school year.

• Week of April 20-24, 2026: Financial Aid 
Completion Week Proclamation. 
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Washington Completes FAFSA Campaign – Class of 
2026

Governors Executive Order 2025
https://dub.link/EO2025

https://dub.link/EO2025
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2025-26 Advisory Board Members
• WSU - Pullman
• WA Student Assoc. PresidentCollin Bannister

• Seattle Preparatory School
• Sophomore

Geraldine 
Donovan

• UW-Bothell
• WA Student Assoc. MemberSienna Jarrard

• Kennewick High School
• JuniorRailey Lamb

• Toppenish High School 
• SeniorNashua Johnley

• Gonzaga University
• Dean of Student Financial ServicesSarah Everitt

• College Succes Foundation 
• Executive Director- YakimaCarol Garza

• Moses Lake High School
• School CounselorLilia Hueso

• Renton School District
• Superintendent

Damien 
Pattenaude

• Gates Foundation
• Senior Program OfficerBish Paul

• Quincy High School
• Assistant PrincipalSusan Rose

• Olympic College
• Associate Dean-K-12 PartnershipsAlyson Rotter

• WSU-Vancouver
• Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

Domanic 
Vanthom

• OSPI
• Assistant Superintendent, Secondary 

Education and Pathway Preparation
Becky Wallace
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Targeted Goals for This Year’s Campaign
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Our Goal: Increase financial aid completion across WA High School Seniors

I Ensure 46,000 seniors complete the FAFSA or WASFA

II
Raise FRPL-eligible student completion by at least 6% or more in at least 150 high 
schools

III Close the gap in FAFSA completions between FRPL and non-FRPL students

IV
Reduce disparities in FAFSA completion rates, especially among those from 
underrepresented racial/ethnic groups



Total
Completions
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We met our goal – over 46,000 applications completed!

As of July 20: Class of 2026 FAFSA & WASFA completion rate is 53%
11 out of  53 weeks to go until the campaign ends

44,371
Sept. 30, 2025

46,000
Our Goal
for 2026

46,168
July 20, 2026

41,285
July 20, 2025

100%
progress toward goal

Washington Student Achievement Council
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Source: WSAC Administrative Data: 6.12.26
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In over 150 school districts, more than half of 
students have completed the FAFSA
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Washington Student Achievement Council Source: WSAC Administrative Data: 7.21.26
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Over 110 school districts have achieved a 6% increase 
in FRPL FAFSA completion
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Washington Student Achievement Council Source: WSAC Administrative Data: 7.21.26
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What’s Working 
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Governor’s 
support and 

Advisory Board

Legislative 
interest and 

outreach
Expanded 

partnerships 

Additional 
support for high 
needs schools

Targeted 
messaging and 

marketing 

New resources, 
training, and 
event support 

Improved DSA 
and portal 

account creation 
process

New dashboard 
and WIAA 

leaderboard
Your Future, 

Funded

Washington Student Achievement Council
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Using Data for Action and Impact
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• Targeted Student Support. Multiple 
data views can be used for targeted 
outreach and student support

• Coordinated Action. Regional data can 
assist with local coordination and action

• Focus on equity. Data views allow for 
supporting specific populations who 
may need more assistance 

• Continuous Improvement. Focus on 
continuous improvement (i.e., multiple 
years of data) 

• Peer Learning. WIAA leaderboard 
provides data for friendly competition 
and peer learning opportunities 

www.wsac.wa.gov/fafsa-completion 

http://www.wsac.wa.gov/fafsa-completion
http://www.wsac.wa.gov/fafsa-completion
http://www.wsac.wa.gov/fafsa-completion


Examples of Innovative Practices
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Students 
Reaching 
Students



Examples of Innovative Practices

Todd Beamer High School 

Calling students who haven’t 
applied in 10 home languages 
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Meeting Families 
Where They Are

Regional Partnerships Community 
Conversations: 
Educational Opportunities Dinner 
for 66 residents of St. Catherine 
De Vigri Villas in Tieton

Photo courtesy of YVPE Regional Partnership



Examples of Innovative Practices
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Leveraging Trusted 
Financial Institutions
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First Mariners Financial Aid Awareness Game on April 20: 
Part of Your Future, Funded! 

Washington Student Achievement Council



Lessons Learned So Far 

The "why" matters as much as the "how” - and that starts 
earlier than senior year.

1:1 support from trusted messengers is key – but capacity at 
many schools and community organizations remains strained. 

Supporting families to complete application steps is key.
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Partnerships Are Critical to Success 

K-12

State 
Agencies

Community 
OrgsHigher Ed 

Other 
Associations 

& Orgs
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Financial aid completion is a gateway to 
opportunity 

By helping more students access financial aid, 
WA can advance

• Postsecondary enrollment

• Educational attainment

• Workforce readiness

• Economic competitiveness
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Why This Matters and How To Engage With the Campaign
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Washington Student Achievement Council
To connect, email SarahWe@wsac.wa.gov

How the WEIAOB can support financial 
aid completion

• Share opportunities to connect 
financial aid work to broader 
workforce and attainment strategies

• Connect those in your network to the 
campaign 

mailto:SarahWe@wsac.wa.gov


THANK YOU 

Amy Keltner: Amy.Keltner@wsac.wa.gov 
Sarah Weiss: SarahWe@wsac.wa.gov 

mailto:Amy.Keltner@wsac.wa.gov
mailto:SarahWe@wsac.wa.gov


Public Comment
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Closing
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