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WEIAOB 2026 Interim Updates: July 23, 2026

Higher Education Funding Summary

The enacted 2026 supplemental operating budget further reduced appropriations from
Washington state’s General Fund (GF-S) while making additional appropriations from WEIA for
higher education in the 2025-27 biennium. Compared to the 2023-25 biennium, the proportion
of all higher education funding coming from GF-S has decreased by 10.9 percentage points.

Conversely, the proportion coming from WEIA has increased by 12.1 percentage points. This
shift is being driven by the supplantation of $400 million in higher education funding from GF-S
(using WEIA) in Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27), a one-time reduction of other higher education funding
from GF-S in FY27, and continued increases in WA Grant caseloads (funded by WEIA).
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GF-S $4,703,847 $4,123,017 $3,931,898
WEIA $944,162 $1,552,078 $1,671,681
Education Legacy $378,384 $381,916 $381,949
Trust Account (ELTA)
WA Opportunity $78,695 $107,193 $113,195
Pathways Account
(WOPA)
Other $211,308 $83,353 $82,701
Total $6,316,396 $6,247,557 $6,181,424

(numbers in thousands)
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June 2026 Revenue Forecast for WEIA

Recent revenue forecasts for WEIA have continued to increase for the 2025-27 biennium while
increasing, then decreasing for the 2027-29 and 2029-31 biennia. The Economic and Revenue
Forecast Council (ERFC) has attributed fluctuations to changes in estimated baseline activity:

2025-27 $1.58 billion $1.75 billion $1.83 billion
2027-29 $1.94 billion $2.18 billion $2.11 billion
2029-31 - $2.33 billion $2.25 billion

The last two revenue forecasts for 2026 will be published on Friday, September 25, and

Monday, November 16. More information about the ERFC is available here.

June 2026 Caseload Forecast for WA Grant

The most recent WA Grant caseload forecast on June 11, 2026, decreased by 2,976 students
(-2.4%) for the 2025-26 academic year (AY) and 385 students (-0.3%) for the 2026-27 AY. The
Caseload Forecast Council (CFC) attributed these declines to lower than forecasted enroliment
for Western Governors University and eligible registered apprenticeships.

Academic Year Actual February 2026 June 2026 % Change
2024-25 110,407 - - -
2025-26 123,326 126,302 123,326 (2.4%)
2026-27 = 133,121 132,736 (0.3%)
2027-28 - - 139,813 -
2028-29 - - 143,480 -

The last caseload forecast for 2026 will be published on Thursday, November 12. More
information about the CFC is available here.
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Joint Legislative-Executive Committee on Budget Transparency and Fiscal Sustainability

Section 907 of the enacted 2026 supplemental operating budget (ESSB 5998, p. 557, line 16)
created a Joint Legislative-Executive Committee on Budget Transparency and Fiscal
Sustainability. Members from the Legislature, Office of Financial Management, ERFC, CFC,
Governor’s Office, large state agencies, business community, and labor community will serve on
the committee.

Phase 1 of the committee’s work will produce recommendations by December 15, 2026, that
focus on:

e Revenue growth projections.

e Spending assumptions in the four-year budget outlook.

e Statutory cost drivers and their effect on carryforward and maintenance levels.
e Relevant budget practices in other states.

Phase 2 of the committee’s work will produce recommendations by December 15, 2027, that
focus on:

e Management staffing levels.

e Administrative overhead costs.

e Performance management practices.

e Public reporting tools and data accessibility.
e Relevant budget practices in other states.

The committee’s first meeting will be Monday, July 20, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. More information
about the committee is available here.
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https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5998-S.SL.pdf
https://leg.wa.gov/about-the-legislature/committees/joint/jbtfs/
https://leg.wa.gov/about-the-legislature/committees/joint/jbtfs/
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