
 

 

 

 

 

WEIAOB Meeting Minutes 
April 23, 2026 

1:00 p.m. 
 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
 
Members Attending:  
Ashraf (Ash) Awad, Jane Broom, Ruben Flores, Charles Knutson, Mollie Kuwahara, William (Bill) Lyne, 
Sen. T’wina Nobles, Rep. Dave Paul, Maddy Thompson, Jeff Vincent, and Sen. Judy Warnick. 
 
Staff Attending: 
Joel Anderson, Kimberly Hetrick, Isaac Kwakye, Michael Meotti, and Grace Nelson. 

Meeting called to order at 1:02 p.m. 
 

Introductory Comments 
Presenters: Jane Broom 
 

o The Board’s remaining 2026 meetings will be held on July 23 and October 22 via Zoom. 
o Mollie Kuwahara has been reappointed to the Board through June 30, 2027, as a representative 

for community and technical college students. 
o The Board still has two vacancies for business representatives and is actively looking for new 

members. 
 

Action: Approving the Meeting Agenda for April 23, 2026 
Motion made to approve the Board’s meeting agenda for April 23, 2026. 
Motion seconded. 
Motion carried. 
 

Action: Approving Meeting Minutes for January 8, 2026 
Motion made to approve the Board’s meeting minutes for January 8, 2026. 
Motion seconded. 
Motion carried. 
 

Presentation and Discussion: 2026 Legislative Session and WEIA Appropriations 
Summaries 
Presenter: Joel Anderson 
Materials: 2026 Legislative Session Summary, 2026 WEIA Appropriations Summary 
 

o Despite proposals to supplant as much as $160 million more in existing higher education funding 
during the 2025-27 biennium using WEIA, no additional funding was ultimately supplanted. 

https://wsac.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04-23-WEIAOB.2026.Leg_.Session.Summary.pdf
https://wsac.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04-23-WEIAOB.2026.WEIA_.Approps.Summary.pdf
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o While cuts to state financial aid programs (WA Grant and College Bound Scholarship) made 
during the 2025 session were not restored, no additional cuts were made. 

o All public two- and four-year institutions of higher education (IHEs) took new administrative cuts 
in Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27). The Legislature also shifted $239.9 million between its 2026 
supplemental capital and operating budgets on a one-time basis in FY27 to replace 
appropriations from General Fund-State (GF-S) and WEIA for these IHEs. 

o The Legislature made limited new investments in equitable high-tech degree production and 
industry-aligned programs. 

o The Legislature passed a handful of higher education bills related to WEIA, financial aid access, 
and dual credit programs. The enacted 2026 supplemental budget included multiple provisos 
related to higher education that will produce: 

 A state higher education and workforce development landscape analysis. 
 Recommended spending reductions at public community and technical colleges. 
 New research on programs that have increased direct postsecondary enrollment. 
 New recommendations (from the Board) on how to expand industry-aligned, high-

demand degree programs. 
o The enacted 2026 supplemental operating budget included $119.9 million in new appropriations 

from WEIA. 
 The largest maintenance level appropriation from WEIA was $140.3 million for WA 

Grant caseload adjustments. 
 The largest policy level appropriation from WEIA was $15 million for the University 

of Washington (UW)’s Center for Behavioral Health and Learning. 
 Overall higher education funding is now coming from the following accounts: 

 GF-S: 63.6% 
 WEIA: 27.0% 
 Education Legacy Trust Account (ELTA): 6.2% 
 WA Opportunity Pathways Account (WOPA): 1.8% 
 Other: 1.3% 

 
Comments & Questions:  

• Board members expressed appreciation for efforts from legislators and other stakeholders to 
protect funding in WEIA. 

• Some Board members expressed concern over cuts to Running Start and asked whether the Board 
should take positions on funding for dual credit programs in the future. 

 

Presentation and Discussion: 2026 Legislative Advisory Committee Summary 
Presenters: Joel Anderson, Jane Broom 
Materials: 2026 Legislative Advisory Committee Summary 
 

o The Board’s 2026 legislative advisory committee (LAC) analyzed WEIA appropriations data from 
the 2019-21 biennium through the 2025-27 biennium, presented on WEIA to the Joint Higher 
Education Committee, drafted the Board’s 2025 legislative report and 2026 legislative 
recommendations, and helped introduced legislation to update the Board’s statute (RCW 
28B.77.310). 

https://wsac.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04-23-WEIAOB.2026.LAC_.Summary.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.77.310
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28B.77.310
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o Moving forward, the Board will create LACs annually during its summer meetings. 
 

Presentation and Discussion: Higher Education Legislative Caucus 
Presenters: William (Bill) Lyne 
Materials: Higher Education Legislative Caucus 
 

o Chair Broom, Bill Lyne, Guy Palumbo (Amazon), and Morgan Hickel (UW) met with legislators 
during the 2025 interim to recruit members of the newly formed Higher Education Legislative 
Caucus (HELC). 

o The HELC organized 40 legislators to sign a bipartisan letter of support for higher education 
funding as part of 2026 supplemental operating budget negotiations. Additionally, legislation 
was introduced to reverse the supplantation of existing higher education funding with 
appropriations from WEIA. 

 

Public Comment 
 

o Sen. Warnick encouraged the HELC to speak with more Republican legislators in the future and 
shared that she is retiring from the Legislature. She thanked the Board for its work to support 
higher education. 

 

Closing 
Presenters: Jane Broom 
 

o The next Board meeting will be on July 23, 2026, 1:00-3:00 p.m., on Zoom. 

See Appendix 

Meeting Adjourned: 2:01 p.m.  

https://wsac.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04-23-WEIAOB.Higher.Ed_.Leg_.Caucus.pdf
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Appendix A 
TVW meeting recording 4-23-2026 
 

Appendix B  
 
2026-04-23 13:08:14 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 Agenda: 2026-01-08 WEIAOB Meeting Agenda 
Jan. 8 meeting minutes: 2026-01-08 WEIAOB Meeting Minutes 
2026-04-23 13:18:57 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 2026-04-23 WEIAOB 2026 WEIA Approps. Summary 
2026-04-23 13:29:15 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 FYI - the Running Start cut was credited as $7.0 million from General Fund-State (GF-S) in FY27 
for OSPI. 
2026-04-23 13:41:21 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 2026-04-23 WEIAOB 2026 LAC Summary 
2026-04-23 13:41:27 From Brian Jeffries to Everyone: 
 Joel, can that WEIA increase as a % of HE appropriations be entirely explained by WCG 
utilization increases? 
2026-04-23 13:48:24 From Dave Paul to Everyone: 
 I’m sorry—but I’ve got run to my next meeting in just a minute! 
2026-04-23 13:49:42 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 Replying to "Joel, can that WEIA increase as a % of HE appropri...": 
 I will look into this! 
2026-04-23 13:49:50 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 2026-04-23 WEIAOB Higher Ed. Leg. Caucus 
2026-04-23 13:52:17 From Joel Anderson (he/him) | WSAC to Everyone: 
 Here's a link to the bipartisan letter in support of higher education: 
NoblesPaul_HigherEdLetter.pdf 
2026-04-23 13:59:22 From Charles Knutson to Everyone: 
 Thank you Sen. Warnick 
2026-04-23 14:01:11 From Maddy Aroney Thompson (she/her) ED at the Workforce Board to Everyone: 
 Thank you Jane, Joel and all! 

https://tvw.org/video/workforce-education-investment-accountability-and-oversight-board-2026041077/?eventID=2026041077
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