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Recent WEIA Revenue Forecasts

Since the end of the 2025 legislative session, WEIA revenue forecasts have continued to rise
steadily (numbers in thousands):

Biennium Mar. 2025 June 2025 Sept. 2025 Nov. 2025
2023-25 $914,600 $955,000 $966,900 $966,900
2025-27 $942,600 $1,562,800 $1,559,600 $1,581,500
2027-29 $1,014,000 $1,915,000 $1,908,000 $1,935,000

Notable differences between the March and June 2025 revenue forecasts were largely
attributed to recently enacted legislation (ESHB 2081 and ESSB 5814). All changes between
revenue forecasts are summarized below (numbers in thousands):

Biennium June 2025 Sept. 2025 Nov. 2025
2023-25 $40,300 $11,900 -
2025-27 $620,100* (S3,100) $21,900
2027-29 $900,000** (S7,000) $27,000

*$596 million due to non-economic changes, $24.1 million due to economic changes.
**$891 million due to non-economic changes, $9 million due to economic changes.
Note: Totals may not add up due to rounding.

The next WEIA revenue forecast will be published in February 2026.

Gov. Ferguson’s 2026 Supplemental Operating Budget Proposal

Gov. Ferguson’s 2026 supplemental operating budget proposal included approximately $4.8
billion in new budgeted funds and $115.1 million in new appropriations from WEIA during the
2025-27 biennium:

Measure 2025-27 op. 2026 supp. Difference ‘
Total Budgeted $150.4 billion $155.2 billion $4.8 billion
WEIA Approps. $1.58 billion $1.70 billion $115.1 million
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https://erfc.wa.gov/forecasts/forecast-archives
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2081&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5814&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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New appropriations from WEIA were split across three functional areas and multiple agencies,
with the largest amounts detailed below:

Functional Area Agency Item and Funding Level* Amount
Higher Education** WSAC WA Grant caseload $51.2 million
adjustment (ML)
SBCTC GF-S to WEIA fund shift S50 million
(CFL, FY26 only)
uw Center for Behavioral $15 million
Health and Learning (PL)
Other Education WTB OFM Central Services (PL) $1,000
Special Approps. to GOV WA Opportunity Scholarship (51.491 million)
the Governor Match Account (ML)

*CFL: carryfoward level, ML: maintenance level, PL: policy level.
**New higher education appropriations from WEIA totaled $116.6 million.

Broadly, the proposal also made new cuts across higher education and other education:

e 5% reductions for WSAC ($1.7 million) and WTB ($193,000).

e 3% reductions for UW ($15.8 million) and WSU ($10.2 million).

e 1.5% reductions for EWU ($1.4 million), CWU (S1.4 million), TESC ($668,000), WWU
($1.9 million), and SBCTC ($18.5 million).

Relevant Pre-filed Legislation

While many bills are still to be filed, some pre-filed legislation is relevant to the Board’s work
and will be monitored during the 2026 legislative session:

e HB 2098 (Rep. Reed): higher education funding—removes WEIA’s advanced computing
surcharge cap.

e SB 5828 (Sen. Nobles): WA Grant and College Bound Scholarship awards for private,
four-year not-for-profit institutions.

e SB 5931 (Sen. Warnick): WEIAOB administrative changes.

e SB 5978 (Sen. Hansen): establishing the WA Guaranteed Admissions Program.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2098&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5828&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5931&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5978&Year=2025
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