
TITLE

Presenters | Event | Date

Passport to Careers Update

Dawn Cypriano-McAferty | WSAC FAA Workshops | June 26, 2025

1



We will utilize the Q&A for questions. 
Please ask anything using that feature!

Reactions are available! 
Let us know what you think.

Washington Student Achievement Council 2

ZOOM



• Understand how the program is serving more students

• Learn about new initiatives

• Understand how the Portal works and how it helps with  
functionality

• Provide information about resources available for 
administrators, students and supporters

• Understand how the ETV program works

• Provide an opportunity for institutions to ask questions

OBJECTIVES
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STUDENTS HAVE SAID…
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The support I received guided me in solving any problems that have occurred since enrolling in college. 
It pointed me toward better resources, gave me access to other network groups, provided a community 
for bettering my mental health, and provided me with information that helped solve any issues.

It helped show me how many people are there to actually help and support me along the way.  It helped 
push me to continue and make something of myself.  

It gave me motivation to keep going and trying better, as well as opening up about it.  The Passport Staff 
is the reason why I want to stay in school even when I feel like I can’t do it.  The staff member is the one 
students can come to for life advice or academic advice.  We need more people like him because he also 
cares for the student’s well-being.  

Being surrounded by peers who are going through similar hardships as me has definitely made me feel 
included in this campus.  The Passport Staff are kind, witty, and supportive 100% with what I do.



Passport provides eligible students with:

• Scholarship valued at $2,000 for the 
2025-26 academic year

• Support services through the college

• Students may participate in college 
or an apprenticeship or pre-
apprenticeship program

THE BASICS
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PASSPORT STUDENT ELIGIBILITY

6
Washington Student Achievement Council

Passport to Careers Eligibility:

 Students who experienced state, tribal, ICPC, or 
federal foster care at any point after age 13.

 Students who experienced unaccompanied 
homelessness on or after July 1 of the prior 
academic year.



◽ Complete the FAFSA or WASFA

◽ Attend an approved institution in 
WA at least half-time

◽ Washington resident

◽ Make satisfactory academic 
progress toward their degree

◽ Enroll in college before age 22

◽ Student has 18 QER

◽ May not pursue a degree in 
theology

PASSPORT STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
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PASSPORT – STUDENT SUPPORT & 
WHAT’S NEW



Passport Addendum to Participation Agreement in State Aid Programs
• Institutions elect to provide individualized support services to 

Passport students.

• Forty-six colleges have developed a student support plan through:
 Campus leadership commitment
 Designated support staff (DSS)
 Identifying staff in financial aid 
 Reviewing student financial aid, ensuring all resources are utilized and 

minimizing a reliance on student loans
 Connecting with social services and Independent Living Providers

PASSPORT AGREEMENT
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Renewals due 
June 2026



Institutions review and update their 
Passport Student Success Plan annually.

Support services include:
• Housing/basic needs support
• Food
• Emergency assistance
• Transportation
• Books/technology

PASSPORT AGREEMENT
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“Funds are provided for student scholarships, and for incentive payments to the colleges they attend for individualized student support 
services which may include, but are not limited to, college and career advising, counseling, tutoring, costs incurred for students while 

school is not in session, personal expenses, health insurance, and emergency services.”



From Institutions:
• Flexible use of Passport 

student support funds
• SSEH / Basic Needs Programs

From WSAC:

• Direct email messages to 
enrolled students

• OtterBot text campaigns

SOURCES OF SUPPORT TO STUDENTS

From College Success 
Foundation:
• Emergency Funding through 

the Scholar Success Fund
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“Emergency financial assistance provided to the student for unexpected 
expenses that are a component of the student’s cost of attendance, and not 
otherwise considered when the student’s need is made, shall not be treated 
as other financial assistance.”

• Funding utilized as emergency financial assistance for students is not 
factored into need-based aid calculations.

• Examples could include food, housing, materials, etc.

• Colleges must have a policy and process for students to request 
assistance and document the request, including the unexpected 
expense for the student.  

EMERGENCY FUNDING

12



Stakeholder Engagement Sessions
 - July 8 & 10

What are some ideas?   
1. WA Grant auto-eligibility for Passport-eligible students
2. Utilizing GET units

NEW - 2026 LEGISLATION
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PASSPORT – BY THE NUMBERS



BY THE NUMBERS
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BY THE NUMBERS
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Academic Year Foster Youth
Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth

Apprentice or 
Pre-Apprentice

2024-25 546 1,342 TBD

2023-24 456 1,022 8

2022-23 445 695 62

2021-22 445 488 32

2020-21 467 416 16

2019-20* 470 362 34

2018-19** 317 0 0

2017-18 257 0 0

*First year serving unaccompanied homeless youth
**First year of expansion



BY THE NUMBERS
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Academic Year Scholarship Funds
Student Support Funds 

to Institutions

2024-25 $4,557,736 $1,815,250

2023-24 $6,294,607 $1,815,250

2022-23 $4,665,398 $1,430,750

2021-22 $3,493,188 $1,915,400

2020-21 $2,886,778 $2,564,750

2019-20 $2,917,017 $966,500

2018-19 $1,160,000 $340,000

2017-18 $883,000 $274,000



Legislature eliminated supplemental program funding for Passport.

WSAC will utilize funds from SETA account to help make up for half 
of what was eliminated.

PROGRAM BUDGET

19

Initial Allocation Supplemental Allocation Total 2025-26 Allocation

$6,999,000 $0 $7,499,999



2024 STUDENT SURVEY RESULTS
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• 71% attended college full-time (79% in 23-24)
• 27% were not aware of the support available to them through Passport.
• 26% would like to be contacted by their Passport support a few times each quarter. 

Another 25% said they would like to hear from them at least once per quarter. 
• 82% said their Passport support person was important to their college support experience.
• 49% needed help with financial aid. Another 47% needed assistance with covering tuition 

or fees.  
• 83% said the support they received helped them persist in college. 
• 68% indicated they will continue in college during the 2025-26 academic year.
• 71% said their financial aid covered their educational expenses.
• 38% enrolled in college because of Passport.  Additionally, 46% said they were more 

likely to stay enrolled because of Passport. 
• 65% of respondents are working.  Of these, 41% are working more than 20 hours per week. 

• 13%: more than 40 hours per week
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DATA SHARING & PORTAL



DCYF:

Comprehensive data exchange implemented for identifying foster youth
• Monthly exchange for CBS and Passport, posted to WSAC Portal
• Portal information should be used for verification

OSPI:

Data exchange developed to provide documentation of student’s 
unaccompanied homeless status in Portal.

• Monthly exchange for high school seniors
• Data available to institutions in the fall, will be posted in Portal

VERIFIED DATA EXCHANGES
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PORTAL - MESSAGES AND FILES
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PORTAL – STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
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PORTAL - STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
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• Verified by the financial aid office and posted to the portal.  
• Student will remain eligible for Passport unless there is a gap in 

enrollment.
• FAA updates student’s status in the portal:

UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS YOUTH

26



27

PROGRAM FORMS AND 
ELIGIBILITY LISTS



• State dependents are auto-enrolled 
through DCYF agreement.

• Students submit consent for eligibility 
verification through:
 Passport Consent Form
 FAFSA / WASFA

• Indicate type of foster care.
• Unaccompanied homeless youth do NOT 

complete this form.

PASSPORT CONSENT
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TRIBAL VERIFICATION
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• For students who experienced foster 
care under a tribal court.

• No existing data share with the 29 
federally recognized tribes in WA.

• Form is provided to an official tribal 
representative for eligibility verification.

• Case manager

• Social service provider

 



HOUSING QUESTIONNAIRE

30

• In most cases, eligibility is 
determined by the financial aid 
office.  

• Student Housing Questionnaire is 
available as a resource. 

• In extenuating circumstances, 
institution may refer to WSAC for 
eligibility determination.

• Student eligibility could change if 
there is a gap in enrollment. 



IDENTIFYING ELIGIBLE STUDENTS
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• Admissions/Registration 
Materials

• Student self-disclosure

• Referral from SETuP provider, 
or other student support 
organization.

• List from WSAC:

◽ Determined eligible for 
Passport by DCYF, DSHS 
or Tribes. 2024-25 data 
available soon!

◽ Listed as an 
unaccompanied homeless 
youth by institution.
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REMINDERS AND 
UPCOMING EVENTS



• Administrators are asked to request 
funding each quarter. Please do not 
delay payment requests.  

• Passport students receive priority 
funding SWS.

• Program Manual includes a section 
for Passport support staff.

PROGRAM REMINDERS
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August 2025 – Passport DSS and FAA complete the 2024-25 end of 
year report for student support funds.  

November 2025 - WSAC analysis on Passport enrolled student 
headcount, processing student support funds to eligible institutions for the 
2025-26 academic year. 

June 2026 – Institutions begin signing Passport addendums for 
participating as an institution with a viable plan for supporting Passport 
students. 

September 2026 – Updated Student Support Plans due to WSAC.  DSS 
primarily responsible but may consult with FAA.  

TASKS AND TIMELINES

34



• Institutions report annually – sent to institutions in August
• Report questions are being updated
• Vetted by the Passport Leadership Team, data and research 

subcommittee.
• Passport DSS will receive a link to the report, FAA’s may be 

asked to provide some of the information requested.

2025-26 STUDENT SUPPORT FUND REPORTING
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND OTHER 
RESOURCES



• Training, technical assistance, 
and new staff onboarding

• Project management for the 
Passport Leadership Team

• Website management and 
communications for the 
Washington Passport Network

COLLEGE SUCCESS FOUNDATION PARTNERSHIP
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• Backbone support for regional 
work

• Professional development: 
Webinars and Annual Passport 
to Careers Conference

• WA representative for 
national and state coalitions



Advisory Membership
• Made up of 30 members

• Representatives from institutions, 
social services, state agencies, 
tribes, apprenticeships

• Quarterly meetings, with more 
frequent workgroup meetings
 Passport Program Data
 Program Infrastructure
 PLT Advising Structure

PASSPORT LEADERSHIP TEAM
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Projects
• Regional groups

• Resource development

• Policy advising

• Program evaluation advising

• Provide training opportunities

• Development of strategic plan



• In general, for non-campus based apprenticeship 
programs.

• Assists students participating in a registered 
apprenticeship or pre-apprenticeship programs.

• Covers occupational-specific costs.
 Tuition, fees, work clothes, rain gear, boots, and 

occupation-related tools.

PASSPORT TO APPRENTICESHIPS

39
Washington Student Achievement Council



• Five providers throughout Washington:
 Serve 284 students each year
 Provide case management to complete 

developmental tasks to increase high 
school and postsecondary success

 Facilitate youth access to appropriate 
school and local resources

 Collaborate with Treehouse staff

EARLY OUTREACH – SETUP PROGRAM
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Washington Student Achievement Council

Assists youth in successfully making the transition from high school to 
postsecondary enrollment, career, or service.



• Passport Program Manual (being updated)

• WSAC Website
 Passport Student Guide
 Outreach Fliers
 Implementation Timeline
 Frequently Asked Questions
 Links to resources 
 Institution contact information

• Washington Passport Network
 Agreement to Participate
 Incentive Grant Guide
 PCL, DSS and FAA Role Descriptions

RESOURCES 
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Passport to Careers Conference
May 2026
Virtual – www.washingtonpassportnetwork.org 

Blueprint Conference
October 2026
Los Angeles, CA
https://cacollegepathways.org/blueprint-2024/

Webinar Training Series and Passport Conference
Recorded sessions available on the Washington Passport Network YouTube 
Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsZRqRei27526kjEvqMTCg

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
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http://www.washingtonpassportnetwork.org/
https://cacollegepathways.org/blueprint-2024/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbsZRqRei27526kjEvqMTCg


Dawn Cypriano McAferty, Assistant Director
dawnc@wsac.wa.gov

360-515-3116

Stacia Schienbein, Program Coordinator
stacias@wsac.wa.gov

360-485-1076

PROGRAM STAFF
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mailto:dawnc@wsac.wa.gov
mailto:stacias@wsac.wa.gov


44

www.dcyf.wa.gov

Education and Training 
Voucher (ETV) Program

Department of Children, Youth, and Families
June 30, 2025

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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ETV Team

Aubry 
Schlottmann
ETV Program 
Coordinator

Kathy Ramsay
ETV Program 

Manager

Original Date: October 20, 2022
Revised Date: July 18, 2024

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

Veneza Tena
Career Connected 
Pathways Program 

Manager/ETV 
Program Coordinator

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/


46

Education and Training Voucher 
(ETV) Program

• Provides financial assistance to eligible students to attend an 
accredited college or university, vocational or technical college.

• Maximum ETV award is $5,000/academic year.

• Awards are unique to each student and are determined based on 
unmet financial need.

• ETV can be used if attending college in another state. 

• Dual credit option for High School Students ($2,000/academic year).

Original Date: October 20, 2022
Revised Date: Month XX, 20XX

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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ETV is the Cherry on the Financial Aid Cupcake

Many ETV students also receive:

- Pell Grant (must receive after applying for FAFSA)

- Passport (award varies)

- WA College Grant (award varies)

- College Bound (award varies)

- Governors Scholarship (students must apply by 11/30)

Original Date: October 20, 2022
Revised Date: Month XX, 20XX

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

is the last source of aid applied to a students Cost of Attendance.

State Financial Aid Participating Institutions

https://wsac.wa.gov/passport/guide
https://wsac.wa.gov/wcg
https://wsac.wa.gov/college-bound
https://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/scholarship/governors-scholarship-for-foster-youth/#about
http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
https://wsac.wa.gov/sfa-institutions
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To be eligible for the ETV program, the student must meet at least one of the following criteria:

• You are 15 to 20 years old, currently involved in a dependency action in a Washington State or tribal court, in the care and 
custody of DCYF or an ICW agency and in foster care. 

• You are 18 to 20 years old and have aged out of state or tribal care. Youth who have aged out of foster care in a state other than 
Washington may also be eligible to apply. 

• You were adopted or entered guardianship with a relative on or after the age of 15. 

• If you participated and used ETV funds prior to age 21, you may be eligible to age 26; not to exceed a total of 15 semesters or 
20 quarters.

Other requirements:
• If ETV funds have not been used before turning 21, students are no longer eligible for the program.
• Must be eligible for aid and have an unmet need.
• Enrolled at least half-time and take at least one 100-level course.
• Maintain satisfactory academic progress (2.0 GPA or higher).

ETV Eligibility

Original Date: March 14,2024
Revised Date: Month XX, 20XX

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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Important Dates
• October 1 FAFSA opens for the next academic year, 2026-2027.

• January 1 Registration opens for ETV for the next academic year, 2026-2027.

• *April 30 ETV priority deadline

Applications are on the ETV website: 
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/foster-youth/etv

Original Date: March 14,2024
Revised Date: Month XX, 20XX

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

*No matter the date, please send us your application and we will contact you!*

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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Running Start/Dual Credit Students
Running Start students are eligible for up to $2,000 an academic year. 

Some suggested expenditures:

Books and supplies | School Fees | Transportation | Parking pass | Gas/Car repairs

How do they receive their funds? They must:
• Take at least 6 credits and one 100 level class or higher.
• Have a statewide vendor account (can be student or caregiver). ETV will 

disperse funds directly to the student after they return their spending plan.

Original Date: October 20, 2022
Revised Date: August 14, 2024

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

ETV is working to add more dual credit students to the program and see them 
fully utilize their funds. Please reach out if you think a student may be eligible!

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/


How We 
Connect with 
Students

VIRTUAL OFFICE 
HOURS

PERIODIC CHECK INS 
VIA EMAIL, TEXT, OR 
CALL TO MAKE SURE 

STUDENTS ARE DOING 
WELL AND GETTING 

ETV FUNDS.

1:1 VIRTUAL 
MEETINGS WHEN 

NEEDED

COLLEGE VISITS IN 
COLLABORATION 

WITH CAMPUS 
PASSPORT 

DESIGNATED 
SUPPORT STAFF

HOLIDAY CARDS ANNUAL STUDENT 
SURVEY

STUDENT COMMUNITY 
EVENTS (RESOURCE 

FAIRS AND PASSPORT 
EVENTS)

17.5 MEETINGS AND 
SHARED PLANNING 

STAFFINGS

HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION EVENTS

K-12 AND EFC 
STUDENT OUTREACH

SHARE ADVOCACY 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 

BASIC NEEDS 
RESOURCES
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ETV Publications
Available on the DCYF 
webpage for 
download/printing: 

• Education and 
Training Voucher 
Brochure

• ETV Eligibility and 
Process to 
Receive Funds

Original Date: November 4, 2024
Revised Date: April 7, 2025

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/AP_0006
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/AP_0006
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/AP_0006
https://dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/PPS_0098
https://dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/PPS_0098
https://dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library/PPS_0098
http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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Thank You for Partnering With Us!

Your partnership and feedback is 
appreciated! If you think a student may be ETV 

eligible, please contact us 

Original Date: October 20, 2022
Revised Date: July 18, 2024

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
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ETV Contact Information

Dropbox: ETVWash@dcyf.wa.gov 
ETV webpage: https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/foster-youth/etv 

Original Date: October 20, 2022
Revised Date: January 23, 2024

Division of Partnership, Prevention, and Services
Approved for distribution by Kathy Ramsay, Program Manager

www.dcyf.wa.gov

Kathy Ramsay

ETV Program Manager

360-870-9827

Kathy.Ramsay@dcyf.wa.gov 

Aubry Schlottmann

ETV/K-12 Program Coordinator

360-464-0179

Aubry.Schlottmann@dcyf.wa.gov 

Veneza Tena

ETV Program Coordinator/Career 

Connected Pathways Program Manager

360-464-0636

Veneza.Tena@dcyf.wa.gov 

mailto:ETVWash@dcyf.wa.gov
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/foster-youth/etv
http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/
mailto:Kathy.Ramsay@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:Aubry.Schlottmann@dcyf.wa.gov
mailto:Veneza.Tena@dcyf.wa.gov


• A short survey will pop up 
after this presentation. 
Please let us know how we 
did and what you’d like to 
see in the future. Your 
feedback is important to 
us!

WASHINGTON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT COUNCIL

YOUR FEEDBACK
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