
College Bound Scholarship Updates 

September 27, 2022 



About WSAC

We advance educational opportunities and 
attainment in Washington. 



Key Takeaways

CBS auto-enrollment: what it is and 
isn’t

Resources: WSAC, CSF/WCAN, 
others

Next Steps for everyone! 



ESSB 5321 (2021): An Act Relating to the College Bound Scholarship 

• Senator T’wina Nobles, 28th

Legislative District 

• Was effective immediately, and 
was retroactive to the 2019-20 
school year
o Related: Governor’s 

Proclamation from December 
2020



Combines with other state financial aid to 
cover the average cost of tuition (at public 
rates), some fees, and a small book allowance 
= commitment. 

Can be used at over 65 two- and four-year 
public and private colleges and universities.

Reminder: CBS Commitment 



Eligibility and Auto-Enrollment: A Two-Step Process 

Step One

• Auto-enrollment for 
eligible public-school 
students. 

• Eligible for FRPL in 
7th, 8th, or newly 
eligible in 9th grade.  

• Foster Youth are 
auto-enrolled through 
HS graduation.

Step Two 

• Fulfill the College 
Bound Pledge.

• Meet income and 
residency 
requirements. 

• Be accepted to and 
attend an eligible 
college. 



How the College Bound Auto-Enrollment Process Works

2 Ways to Start a 
CBS Application

Print out 
Missing 
Information 
Letters (MILs)

Secure 
Signature 
Forms from 
students and 
families

Return 
completed forms 
to WSAC by 
mail, 
portal/email or 
fax

FRPL eligible at public 
schools 
• FRPL application/family 

income survey
• Direct certification 
• Other sources

School reports to 
OSPI
• Monthly

OSPI data to WSAC
• Monthly, starting in 

November every year

Student contact info 
• Districts/schools upload 

student contact info via 
WSAC portal 

• WSAC mails certificates 
to students monthly



DSHS Data
SNAP
TANF

Medicaid
Foster

MSDR Data
Migrant Student 
Data Recruitment 

system

Direct Cert
OSPI

District Child 
Nutrition

(POS System)

Family F/R Meal 
Application
(Only NSLP Schools)

Family Income Survey
(CEP Schools / Running Start Students)

(non-NSLP schools)

Area Eligibility 
Report

High Poverty 
Schools 
Annual 
Report

District Data System

CEDARS
OSPI

Homeless Liaison

Foster Care

Migrant Coordinator

Head Start

Report Card

WINS
OSPI

DATA FLOW

Lap & Hi-Pov
Funding

NBCT Qualifying Hi-
Pov schools bonus

Source: 
OSPI



A Bit More on Timeline …

Upload addresses

Students in the portal 
NOW!

Upload addresses for 2022-23 students

Anticipated November 
2022

Additional new students

Monthly updates from 
OSPI to WSAC



Using the WSAC CBS Portal 

Toolbox (CBS portal)

Knowing your CBS students 

Updating addresses (schools/districts)



What is WSAC doing to support CBS students?

Certificate mailings monthly 

Grade-level mailings, email 
campaigns, and other reminder 
letters

Collecting updated student contact 
info: Otterbot texting to juniors and 
seniors  



We strive to support postsecondary access projects/initiatives that commit to increasing postsecondary 
completion rates for low-income, first-generation students, and students of color.

RAISING COLLEGE BOUND SCHOLARSHIP AWARENESS INCREASING FAFSA/WASFA RATES

Assisting students who are College Bound eligible is our number 
one priority! We do this by:

• Hosting/co-hosting presentations, both in-person and 
virtually, for students who may be eligible for the CBS in 
middle school and upon high school graduation

• Providing trainings, workshops, and updates to school staff 
and community members who work with CBS-eligible 
students

• Directing students, families, school staff, and partners to 
helpful resources

• Assisting school staff with the College Bound Portal

We work hard to increase FAFSA/WASFA completion rates in 
Washington State by:

• Hosting/co-hosting Completion Events for students & 
families

• Providing in-person and virtual presentations, trainings, and 
workshops to students, families, school staff, and 
community partners

• Assisting school staff with the FAFSA Portal
• Guiding students to helpful tools and resources, such as the 

Otterbot and the Financial Aid Calculator

https://wsac.wa.gov/college-bound
https://portal.wsac.wa.gov/
https://portal.wsac.wa.gov/
https://wsac.wa.gov/otterbot
https://portal.wsac.wa.gov/a/aid-calculator/


Helping create, support 
and collaborate on 
financial aid events

Providing staff training 
opportunities for 

schools and 
organizations

Supporting students 
and families with one-

to-one or 
group FAFSA/WASFA 

filing support

Create ways to increase 
career training and 

college-going 
expectations in schools 

and communities

Helping counselors and 
staff navigate 

their College Bound 
Scholarship sign-up and 

FAFSA data portals

Partnering with WCAN

Our staff can help with a wide variety of student engagement and
financial aid campaigns:



Key Partnerships

Statewide partners we collaborate with:

 Washington STEM networks

 Washington GEAR UP

 Local Community Colleges

 Local Public & Private Universities

 Local School Districts

 Other Community-Based Organizations:
 Futures Northwest
 Graduate Strong
 The Native Project
 Next Generation ZONE



WEBSITE 
UPDATES



King:
Melissa Ka’iulani Pico | mpico@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Northeast & North Central:
Carrie Morrison | cmorrison@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Northwest & Peninsula:
Tracy J Gasca | tgasca@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Southeast & South Central:
Amber Goodrich | agoodrich@collegesuccessfoundation.org

South Puget Sound & Southwest:
Cennady Coleman |rcoleman@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Questions? Email info@wcan.org for more information!

Contact your
College Bound Regional Officer

mailto:mpico@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:cmorrison@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:tgasca@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:agoodrich@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:crcoleman@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:info@wcan.org


WSAC Resources 



Resource: OtterBot Texting Service - Help with 
Financial Aid & Postsecondary Navigation

• Any high school student can 
access OtterBot via text message 
24 hours a day, seven days a 
week by texting "Hi Otter" to
360-928-7281.

• wsac.wa.gov/otterbot

http://www.wsac.wa.gov/otterbot


Additional Resources: collegebound.wa.gov  

• Updated Middle School Flyer – available in 
13 languages 

• High School Brochure and High School Intro 
Flyer

• College Bound swag and other materials

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2184117/CBS-Order-Form


Resource: The 12th Year Campaign

The 12th Year Campaign boosts college and 
financial aid application rates in Washington 

by helping those working with high school   
seniors and their families complete applications 

for college admissions and financial aid.
• Free training
• Printed and digital resources
• Online financial aid completion events

wsac.wa.gov/12th-year-campaign



12th Year Campaign Financial Aid Completion Nights

Volunteers Needed
• Virtual events
• Training and resources provided.

• Financial Aid Basic Support 
• Financial Aid Navigator 
• College Admissions Assistance 
• Language Translator 
• Scholarship Navigator

bit.ly/12thYrEventDoc
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e044

4abab2aa3fc1-statewide

http://bit.ly/12thYrEventDoc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444abab2aa3fc1-statewide


Aim Higher Washington Trainings

These trainings are offered in 
partnership with the State Board 

for Community and Technical 
Colleges (SBCTC), Council of 

Presidents (COP), and Independent 
Colleges of Washington (ICW). 

Offered This Fall

• Financial Aid Basics

• Financial Aid Navigation



Join Us For WSAC Wednesday



WSAC team

Email
• Collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

Call
• 888-535-0747, Option 1

Website
• Collegebound.wa.gov 

Sign up for our e-newsletter

http://survey.alchemer.com/s3/3063979/College-Bound-Listserv-Sign-up
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