STATE OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT COUNCIL

LEGAL NOTICE
SOLE SOURCE TRANSPARENCY POSTING
The Washington Student Achievement Council contemplates awarding a sole source contract to College
Success Foundation to provide support service strategies to the Passport to College Promise Program
with its network of postsecondary institutions and community partners to increase retention and
postsecondary success of Passport students.
The Passport to College Promise RCW 28B.117.005, was authorized as a six-year pilot program in 2007 to
encourage current and former foster care youth to prepare for, attend, and successfully complete a higher
education; and to provide them with the educational planning, information, institutional support and
direct financial resources necessary to succeed. The program was made permanent beginning July 1, 2012
and extended through June 30, 2022. During the 2018 supplemental legislative session the legislature
expanded the Passport to College Promise Program (2SSB 6274) to include more categories of foster and
at risk youth. It also established the Passport to Careers program with two programmatic pathways: the
Passport to College Promise Scholarship program and the Passport to Apprenticeship Opportunities
program.
In the 2021-22 biennial operating budget, the WSAC was requested to work with a non-profit
organization that could provide support services to postsecondary institutions, other agencies, and
community partners to increase student completion in their post- secondary program.
CSF has unique knowledge about higher education partners, public agencies, and participating youth that
has been built over a period of years. These necessary partnerships would have to be re-created using
limited resources if contracting with CSF was not an option. CSF has held the contract since 2009 and, over
time, has developed and expanded relationships with community partners, postsecondary institutions
and other agencies for whom assisting at risk youth is a paramount goal. CSF is uniquely qualified as a
non-governmental, community-based organization to provide services to support effective programs that
ultimately lead to increased postsecondary enrollment and completion rates for foster and
unaccompanied homeless youth participating in the Passport to Careers program. The framework has
been built under which effective and continued programming can be provided to all participating partners.
Additionally, the robust WPN website built and maintained by CSF would need to be rebuilt taking time
and additional dollars to replicate as required.
Beginning in 2009-10, CSF was instrumental in establishing the Passport support infrastructure, and
continues to expand on the foundational work, on which this effective, viable program is based. The
relationship building with and between other agencies and post-secondary institutions, whose mandate
is ensuring foster youth are successful in meeting their goals, has been paramount in the program’s
success.
The contract will be issued on or about July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. The dollar value is estimated
at $500,000.

Offerors contemplating the above requirements are required to submit capability statements
detailing their ability to meet the agency’s requirements by 5:00 p.m. PST on September 17,
2021. In the absence of other qualified sources, it is the agency’s intent to make a sole source
award of the contract.
To submit capability statements or for questions, contact:
Marla Skelley, Associate Director for Compliance, SFA
Washington Student Achievement Council
917 Lakeridge Way SW
P.O. Box 43430
Olympia, WA 98504-3430

E-mail: marlas@wsac.wa.gov
Phone: 360.485.1320
Date Posted:

September 9, 2021

