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Synopsis 
Representatives from the United Way of King County will share information on 
current United Way programs and initiatives that support increased educational 
attainment.  

Guiding 
Questions 

How do the United Way of King County’s regional efforts contribute to the state’s 
educational attainment goals? 

Possible 
Council 
Action 

 Information/Discussion 

 Approve/Adopt 

 Other 

Documents 
and 
Attachments 

 Brief/Report 

 PowerPoint 

 Third-party materials 

 Other 
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Poverty and Food Insecurity Data
• Nationally 12.3 percent of people live below the poverty level.
• 9.3% of King County families live below the poverty level – earning less 

than $24,858 for a family of four. 
• King County median household income rose from $75,416 in 2013 to 

$89,675 in 2017
• People of color are disproportionately impacted by poverty in King County 

– more than 18.2 % American Indians and Alaska Natives, 23.4% of Black 
people, and more than 17.4% of Hispanic people live below the poverty 
line.
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Poverty In King County By Educational Attainment
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Poverty Reduction Strategies











• 89% percent of students in South King County aspire 
to earn at least a two-year degree

• 29% percent of students have  earned a degree by 
their mid-twenties

• 18% for black and African-American students

• High-income students 6x more likely to complete by 25
• Homelessness and hunger are leading issues

Poverty Gets in the Way





Challenges and Barriers



United Way of King County Benefits Hub increases college 
completion for low income students by connecting students to 
financial assistance, housing, food, and other community resources.

• Emergency Financial Grants
• Free Tax Preparation Services
• FAFSA/WASFA Assistance
• Benefits Access
• Financial Coaching
• Housing Services
• Legal Services
• Food Pantries
• Coordinating Services Access



Benefits Hub Planning



Last Year

• 6 colleges + satellite 
campuses

• 18 AmeriCorps members
• 4,000 students access  

services e.g. Food Pantry, 
Tax Prep, FAFSA

• 2,000+ students surveys
• Dozens of student workshops 

and events

Benefits Hub Expansion



This Year

• Coordinated one-stop services at 
8 colleges

• 20 AmeriCorps Members
• 10,000 students receive services
• Grants to CBO partners to provide 

legal, housing, and other services
• Emergency Financial Grants
• Evaluation
• Policy Agenda

Benefits Hub Expansion



Future Vision
• Multi-year fundraising campaign 

and investments
• College Partnerships Across  

King County
• Benefits Hub network 

connecting students to services
• Services designed to respond 

to student need
• Equitable access to students
• Leverage public funding

Outcomes
• Policy changes reduce poverty on 

campus
• More students complete degree  

and credential programs that lead  
to living wage jobs

• Reduced racial disparities in  
completion of certificate and
degree programs

• Fewer people live in poverty 

Benefits Hub Expansion



Questions?
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