
Initiative Aims to Help Adults Return to College

The Washington Student Achievement Council (WSAC), along with partners from the education and 
business communities, has embarked on a statewide initiative to reengage adult students who have some 
college credit but have not yet completed a postsecondary certificate or degree. The Washington Adult 
Reengagement Framework will provide infrastructure and support for former students to achieve their 
academic and career goals.

The framework comprises three major components:

1. Communications:  
Outreach to potential returning adult students, and an online student portal for information and 
guidance.

2. Cost:  
Resources to address affordability-related obstacles, including access to financial aid and barriers 
related to student debt.

3. Completion:  
Collaboration with regional employers and higher education institutions to create career-focused and 
adult-friendly pathways to a meaningful credential.

The Washington Adult Reengagement Framework project is supported by grant funding from the  
Lumina Foundation. 

WSAC Tours State With Workshops for High School Counselors 

Each fall, the Washington Council for High School-College Relations (WCHSCR) hosts a series of 
workshops for high school counselors across the state. The Washington Student Achievement Council 
(WSAC) is a partner in that work, providing updates on college access programs, financial aid, 
and related resources available to students and counselors. Attendees also hear from the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and from public and private colleges throughout Washington.

Visit the WCHSCR website to register for any of the free workshops:

• Sept. 11: Western Washington University – Bellingham    

• Sept. 12: Clover Park Technical College – Lakewood  

• Sept. 13: Seattle Pacific University – Seattle  

• Sept. 14: University of Washington – Bothell

• Sept. 15: Wenatchee Valley College – Wenatchee   

• Sept. 18: Eastern Washington University – Spokane  

• Sept. 19: Columbia Basin College – Pasco  

• Sept. 20: Washington State University – Vancouver

• Sept. 21: Saint Martin’s University – Lacey  
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Our Mission: We advance educational opportunities and attainment in Washington
In pursuit of our mission, the Washington Student Achievement Council:

• Leads statewide strategic planning to improve educational coordination and transitions.

• Supports Washingtonians through the administration of financial aid, a college savings plan,  
and support services.

• Advocates for the economic, social, and civic benefits of postsecondary education.

Next Council Meeting:

September 8, 2017

WSAC Offices

Olympia

Register Now! 

www.wsac.wa.gov/pavetheway

Advancing Equity, Expanding Opportunity, Increasing Attainment

Conference 2017
Pave the Way

Financial Aid Reminders for the 
New School Year:

FAFSA & WASFA 
Financial aid applications for 2018-19 
open October 1.

College Bound Scholarship 
7th and 8th graders from low-income 
families may be eligible for the College 
Bound Scholarship. Students can sign up 
online or talk to their school counselor for 
more information.

12th Year Campaign 
Events statewide help high school seniors 
and their families with applications for 
college admissions and financial aid. 
Schools wishing to participate as 12th Year 
Campaign sites can sign up online.

Transfer Students: From Two-Year College to Four-Year Degree

In the 21st Century, there is no one right way to get a bachelor’s 
degree. Many students find that the best fit for their lifestyle and 
goals is to start at a two-year college and later transfer to a four-
year college. Students may prefer the proximity, cost, or smaller 
class sizes of their local community or technical college. And having 
completed a two-year degree can lead to better jobs as they 
continue their education.

Washington is a national leader in transfer policy. Since 1971, 
Washington’s public community and technical colleges have offered  
associate degrees that easily transfer to four-year colleges 
and universities. Students generally enter with junior standing, 
sometimes with priority admission status. Students with transfer 
degrees complete bachelor’s degrees at a higher rate than 
students who transfer without a degree. 

Students who want to transfer from one college to another should talk to academic advisors at both 
schools. And they should make sure they understand their rights and responsibilities as a transfer 
student. 

Students and counselors can find more information about transfer opportunities on the Washington 
Student Achievement Council’s website. 

40% of 
bachelor’s degree 
graduates from 

Washington’s public 
colleges and universities 

transfer from 
the state’s community 

and technical colleges.
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