STATE NEED GRANT FAQ_ SUMMER 2015

1. Question: What is the purpose of State Need Grant (SNG)?

Answer: SNG has provided financial grant assistance for students from low-
income backgrounds to pursue postsecondary education for 45 years.

2. Question: How are students eligible for SNG2

Answer: Resident undergraduate students with family income at or below 70
percent of the state’s median family income are eligible ($58,500 for a family
of four in 2014-15). Institutions will determine priority for receipt of limited SNG
funding based on other criteria as well. Additional criteria are noted on

. Students apply for SNG through either the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid ( ) or Washington Application for
State Financial Aid ( ).

3. Question: What are the specific residency and citizenship requirements?

Answer: Students must meet residency requirements for public tuition
purposes to be eligible for SNG. In general, this means they have established
a “domicile” in Washington. Typically, this means a student has a Washington
driver’s license and other records indicating they live in the state not only to
attend college. In 2014, the REAL Hope Act expanded eligibility to include
non-citizens who attest to pursuit of citizenship and who have graduated
from a Washington high school or equivalent having lived in the state for at
least three years.

4. Question: Which institutions participate in SNG?2
Currently —public and private two- and four-year institutions—
are approved to participate in SNG. The requirements are set in statute and
WSAC reviews new applications to participate in state financial aid.

5. Question: How much funding is provided to SNG?

Answer: In 2014-15, $308 million was appropriated to SNG to serve an
estimated 74,000 students.

6. Question: How does SNG benefit students?
Answer: Students from Washington's lowest-income families are most

affected by tuition increases and other financial barriers. They are more likely
to enroll and continue their education with financial help.
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7. Question: How does the program benefit the state?

Answer: SNG helps students access higher education and attain degrees,
positively impacting businesses and communities throughout the state.

8. Question: How much SNG does each student receive?
Answer: The maximum award is based on a percentage of public tuition and
varies by institution. Awards are reduced for higher income categories and

part-time enroliment.

2014-15 Maximum SNG Award Amounts *

Institutions Award
Public research University of Washington $10,868
Washington State University $10,868
Private four-year universities & colleges $8,517
Public comprehensive Western Washington University $7.882
Central Washington University $7.631
The Evergreen State College $7.611
Eastern Washington University $7.196
Applied baccalaureate programs $7.196
WGU-Washington $5.619
Public community & technical colleges $3.696
Private/proprietary colleges $2,823
Dependent care allowance $909

*Actual SNG award amounts may vary due fo individual campus awarding policies and
available funds.
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