
College Bound Updates 

October 5, 2023



About WSAC

2

We advance educational opportunities and 

attainment in Washington. 



Clock Hours: 
https://www.pdenroller.org/esd113/catalog/162369

https://www.pdenroller.org/esd113/catalog/162369


Key Takeaways

College Bound auto-enrollment: 
what it is and isn’t

Resources: WSAC, CSF, others

Next Steps for everyone! 



Combines with other state financial aid to 
cover the average cost of tuition (at public 
rates), some fees, and a small amount for 
books= commitment. 

Can be used at over 65 two- and four-year 
public and private colleges and universities.

Reminder: College Bound Commitment 



Eligibility and Auto-Enrollment: A Two-Step Process 

Step One

• Auto-enrollment for 
eligible public-school 
students. 

• Eligible for FRPL in 
7th, 8th, or newly 
eligible in 9th grade.  

• Foster Youth are 
auto-enrolled through 
HS graduation.

Step Two 

• Fulfill the College 
Bound Pledge.

• Meet income and 
residency 
requirements. 

• Be accepted to and 
attend an eligible 
college. 



College Bound Pledge Requirements 

• Beginning fall 2023, there are NO GPA requirements for students 
who plan to attend a community college or technical school. 

Graduate from a Washington State high school with a 
cumulative 2.0 GPA or higher if students plan to attend a 
four-year public or private college directly after high school. 

Enroll in college within one year of high school graduation. 
Students must attend one of 65+ eligible WA institutions to 
receive CB funds. 

Complete a financial aid application form, the FAFSA or the 
WASFA beginning senior year and meet income requirements. 
*NEW: 2024-25 FAFSA & WASFA will be available in December.

Have no felony convictions. 



How the College Bound Auto-Enrollment Process Works

2 Ways to Start a 

CBS Application
Print out 

Missing 

Information 

Letters (MILs)

Secure 

Signature 

Forms from 

students and 

families

Return 

completed forms 

to WSAC by 

mail, 

portal/email or 

fax

FRPL eligible at public 
schools 

• FRPL application/family 
income survey

• Direct certification 

• Other sources

School reports to 
OSPI

• Monthly

OSPI data to WSAC

• Monthly, starting in 
November every year

Student contact info 

• Districts/schools upload 
student contact info via 
WSAC portal 

• WSAC mails certificates 
to students monthly



A Bit More on Timeline …

Upload contact info!

Students in the portal 
NOW!

Upload contact info for NEW 23-24 students

Anticipated November 
2023

Additional new students

Monthly updates from 
OSPI to WSAC



DSHS Data
SNAP
TANF

Medicaid
Foster

MSDR Data
Migrant Student 

Data Recruitment 
system

Direct Cert
OSPI

District Child 
Nutrition

(POS System)

Family F/R Meal 
Application
(Only NSLP Schools)

Family Income Survey
(CEP Schools / Running Start Students)

(non-NSLP schools)

Area Eligibility 
Report

High Poverty 
Schools 
Annual 
Report

District Data System

CEDARS
OSPI

Homeless Liaison

Foster Care

Migrant Coordinator

Head Start

Report Card

WINS
OSPI

DATA FLOW

Lap & Hi-Pov
Funding

NBCT Qualifying Hi-
Pov schools bonus

Source: 
OSPI



Using the WSAC Portal 

Toolbox (College Bound portal)

Knowing your College Bound students 

Updating contact info (schools/districts)

College Bound Toolbox 

Resources



What is WSAC doing to support College Bound students?

Certificate mailings monthly to 
auto-enrolled students with 
new/first addresses

HS grade-level mailings, email 
campaigns, and other reminder 
letters

Collecting updated student contact 
info: OtterBot texting to juniors and 
seniors and their parents  



Resource: OtterBot Texting Service - Help with 
Financial Aid & Postsecondary Navigation

• OtterBot is a free texting 
service created to support high 
school juniors and seniors who 
have signed up for College 
Bound (and their parents!), and 
open to any student looking for 
college-going support.

• wsac.wa.gov/otterbot

http://www.wsac.wa.gov/otterbot


Resource: OtterBot Texting Service - Help with 
Financial Aid & Postsecondary Navigation

• Student and parent campaigns 
covering:

• Financial aid awareness & completion

• College readiness support

• Due dates & reminders

• Please update your student/parent 
contact info for College Bound 
students in the WSAC portal!



MEET THE COLLEGE BOUND 
REGIONAL OFFICERS



THE CBRO TEAM

CENNADY COLEMAN
Tacoma, South Puget Sound & 
Southwest Regions

MELISSA KA'IULANI PICO
Seattle & King County

AMBER GOODRICH
Yakima, Southeast & South 
Central Regions

RAUL SANCHEZ
Spokane, Northeast & North Central 
Regions

NW Coastal, 
Northwest & 
Peninsula 
Regions

Contact NW 
Coastal Regional 
Director until filled



College 
Bound 

Awareness

Financial Aid 
Completion

Partnering with CBRO's

Student + Family 
Events

Support + 
Resources

Trainings for 
Practitioners



• CB 101 Review
• Explore your Road Map
• Fit and Match
• Goal Setting
• Scholarship Exploration



WEBSITE 
UPDATES

www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wcan

CB Refresh 
materials will be 

posted here!

http://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wcan


King:
Melissa Ka’iulani Pico | mpico@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Northeast & North Central:
Raul Sanchez | rsanchez@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Northwest & Peninsula:
Keith Stier-Van 
Essen | kstier.vanessen@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Southeast & South Central:
Amber Goodrich | agoodrich@collegesuccessfoundation.org

South Puget Sound & Southwest:
Cennady Coleman | crcoleman@collegesuccessfoundation.org

Questions? Email info@wcan.org for more information!

Contact Us!

mailto:mpico@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:rsanchez@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:kstier.vanessen@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:agoodrich@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:crcoleman@collegesuccessfoundation.org
mailto:info@wcan.org


WSAC Resources 
(+one more update!) 



Additional Resources: collegebound.wa.gov  

• Updated Middle and High School Flyer –
available in 13 languages

• College Bound Student and Family presentation 
– available in English and Spanish 

• Redesigned College Bound products plus 
NEW materials available to order now!

bit.ly/CollegeBoundMaterials

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2184117/CBS-Order-Form
https://bit.ly/CollegeBoundMaterials


Resource: The 12th Year Campaign

The 12th Year Campaign boosts college and 

financial aid application rates in Washington 

by helping those working with high school   

seniors and their families complete applications 

for college admissions and financial aid.

• Free training

• Printed and digital resources

• Online financial aid completion events

wsac.wa.gov/12th-year-campaign



OR WASFA

Important Information for the Class of 2024 

The 2024-25 FAFSA 
& WASFA will be 

available in 
December

2025-26 and beyond 
will be available   

October 1st

Class of 2024 will 
complete the 2024-
25 FAFSA or WASFA 
using 2022 income 

information 



Takeaway: Financial Aid Changes are Coming

2024-25 FAFSA and 
WASFA are changing.  
The WASFA will mirror 

the FAFSA

The FAFSA form will be 
shorter and less 

complex.

More students will be 
eligible for federal Pell 
Grants, and the average 

Pell award will be 
larger.

Preparing students and 
families this fall is key.

Support and training is 
available!



Join Us to Learn More About the Changes to 
Financial Aid

Aim Higher Washington Trainings

• Virtual 

• October 12th 10:00am-11:15am

• In-Person

• Date Location

9/27/23 Clover Park Technical College (Open to 

Pierce County, hosted by Graduate Tacoma) 

11/13/23 Lower Columbia College

11/14/23 Highline School District

11/15/23 Columbia Basin College

11/16/23 Gonzaga University 

https://secure.everyaction.com/RgK-XvJNTEGETj9TE6l7IA2?emci=0104e2f8-e745-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73&emdi=0d7c1ea1-1b48-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73&ceid=8873155


Join Us For WSAC Wednesday



Clock Hours: 
https://www.pdenroller.org/esd113/catalog/162369

https://www.pdenroller.org/esd113/catalog/162369


Waterfall 

Think of something you will 
bring back to your school or 
organization to use this fall 
and type it in the chat, but 
don’t hit return yet



Quick post-webinar survey! Thank you for your feedback ☺

http://bit.ly/CBWebinarSurvey2023

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FCBWebinarSurvey2023&data=05%7C01%7CSarahWe%40wsac.wa.gov%7C3891d15c854e4fa97c8e08dbc04d31b5%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638315209999396941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ggVp4TgOY4a6wgwIZNhtCRwRIpNPtS%2FioqNQR8EZRvc%3D&reserved=0


WSAC team

Email
• Collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

Call
• 888-535-0747, Option 1

Website
• Collegebound.wa.gov 

Sign up for our e-newsletter
bit.ly/collegeboundnewsletter

http://survey.alchemer.com/s3/3063979/College-Bound-Listserv-Sign-up
https://bit.ly/collegeboundnewsletter
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